Washington Coalition 
For Gifted Education
2008 Gifted Education Day in Washington

Friday, February 8, 2008
Columbia Room, Capitol Building, Olympia

9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF GIFTED EDUCATION DAY:
Say Thank You to State Legislators for the increase in funding enacted in 2007-2009 budget

Advocate for an increase in funding of Highly Capable Programs to the 3% level of total district student enrollment that was provided for in the original legislation

Educate legislators and others on the unique needs of Gifted Students and why they should be met
Support the OSPI proposal to provide state grants to districts to increase participation in the pre-AP and AP (Advanced Placement) classes by underrepresented groups, thus closing the achievement gap.

THE MISSION OF THE COALITION

2008-2009 

The mission of the Coalition is to work collaboratively with key Washington governmental decision makers on matters relating to the education of highly capable students, their families, and their schools. These decision makers include the Governor, Legislators, the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the members of the Higher Education Coordinating Board, the Professional Educator Standards Board and the State Board of Education.

The Coalition supports schools in which all students, including the highly capable, are provided an educational experience that matches their abilities and potential with opportunity for intellectual challenge and growth. This includes issues of academic rigor, reducing the achievement gap, and increasing post secondary success for all.

The members of the Coalition will continue their work to educate key decision makers through annual activities such as Gifted Education Day, February 8th, in Olympia, letter writing campaigns to legislators, inviting legislators to schools and classrooms, and school field trips to meet the governor. In addition, members of the Coalition will meet with key legislators, as well as educational and legislative groups to share research and best practices that further the needs of highly capable students in Washington State.

